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GULF WAR STANDS THE TEST

This month marks the 10-year anniversary
of the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, which set
the stage for the Persian Gulf War. That war
has been dismissed in some circles as either
a selfish and misguided attempt by the
United States to maintain its dependence on
foreign oil or, more cynically, as a chance
for then-President George Bush to prove he
was a tough guy. It was neither.

In the first place, maintaining access to
gulf oil is a perfectly justifiable goal. Main-
taining international access to any funda-
mental economic resource, and ensuring that
the sea lanes remain open in one of the
world’s busiest maritime corridors, are le-
gitimate security interests for the United
States.

What many discussions of the Gulf War ig-
nore is that by conquering Kuwait, Iraqi
leader Saddam Hussein was working toward
dominating the entire Middle East. His next
step would probably have been to threaten
war against Israel or Saudi Arabia. The out-
come of such a regional war could have been
catastrophic.

Has Saddam been allowed to retain control
of Kuwait—which was a sovereign country,
after all—he would have reaped an enormous
financial windfall by expropriating that na-
tion’s oil. With those funds, he could have
strengthened his army, which was already
the fourth-largest in the world, as well as his
offensive missile program, which we now
know included ambitious efforts to produce
chemical and biological weapons.

Even before Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait, Sad-
dam made clear in a speech that he intended
to rain down ‘‘fire’’ on Israel—a reference
widely interpreted at the time as a threat to
bombard Israel with missiles. That threat
became reality, of course, during the Gulf
War.

The abuses perpetrated by Iraqi forces in
Kuwait also demonstrated the ruthlessness
of Saddam’s regime. Iraqi soldiers killed at
least 1,000 Kuwaiti civilians and operated at
least two dozen torture sites in Kuwait City,
David Scheffer, U.S. ambassador-at-large for
war crimes issues, said this week. The Iraqis
took thousands of hostages and used many of
them as human shields. Saddam’s forces, in
other words, routinely and openly violated
the Geneva Convention.

Additional evidence of Saddam’s reckless-
ness came in the final stages of the war,
when he ordered his troops to set more than
500 Kuwait well heads on fire and open doz-
ens of others so that more than 7 million gal-
lons of oil spilled into the Persian Gulf.

It’s true that, a decade later, Saddam’s
power is greatly reduced and it’s increas-
ingly hard to ignore the suffering of Iraqi ci-
vilians due to Saddam’s manipulation of the
international embargo.

But when it comes to the allies’ action
against Saddam during 1990–91, the expulsion
of his forces from Kuwait was fully justified.
Operation Desert Storm prevented Iraq’s dic-
tator from spreading instability throughout
the Middle East. Stopping that threat was an
honorable cause of which Americans can be
proud.
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Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, I com-
memorate the dedicated public service that

Pauletta Smith has given the City of Los An-
geles.

Ms. Smith started her career with the City of
Los Angeles on November 27, 1962 as a
Clerk Typist with the Los Angeles Police De-
partment. Two years later, she moved to the
Bureau of Street Lighting and was promoted
to Senior Clerk Typist. In 1975, Ms. Smith re-
turned to the Police Department with the pro-
motion to Personnel Aide and soon thereafter
was again promoted, this time to the position
of Exam Assistant. Due to her excellent work
ethic and can-do attitude, Ms. Smith was
again promoted to Administrative Aide in 1981
and, after only two short years, promoted to
Administrative Assistant in 1983. Subse-
quently, her career carried her to the City’s
Department of Public Works, Department of
Transportation, the Department of Tele-
communications and the Department of Gen-
eral Services.

Pauletta Smith’s diligent work was noticed in
every assignment and in 1996 she transferred
to the Office of the City Administrative Officer
Emergency Preparedness Division as a Man-
agement Analyst II. She became an Emer-
gency Preparedness Coordinator in October
1998 to oversee Citywide contingency plan-
ning for Year 2000 from which she is now re-
tiring.

Ms. Smith has been an asset to her com-
munity, and I wish both her and her family as
she joins others an active and enriching retire-
ment.
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Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I

rise to honor WDAS FM and AM Radio, one
of Philadelphia’s most significant cultural insti-
tutions, on its 50th anniversary.

Many of my colleagues recognize that Phila-
delphia is America’s premier music cities.
Philadelphia has a history of producing Amer-
ica’s music. And since 1950, WDAS has been
the sound of Philadelphia.

But this jewel of the airways has been more
than entertainment for my neighbors and I.
WDAS has also been the soul and the con-
science of our city. The FM station is one of
the few music outlets that has consistently
maintained a commitment to producing hard
news for its audience. It has always main-
tained an unbiased editorial department, and
would class news bureau, which has produced
journalistic giants like CBS’ Ed Bradley or talk
radio’s Karen Warrington. Whether the story is
an election campaign, a major fire or a local
tragedy, if it happened in the past 50 years,
WDAS covered it.

Mr. Speaker, WDAS AM also serves a
major role in the lives of my constituents. It
provides in-depth discussion of current events
through magazine shows and talk programs.
And worship is not left off that station’s menu.
My dear friend and Pennsylvania State Rep-
resentative Louise Bishop hosts one of the na-
tion’s premier gospel and worship shows on
that station. She brings light to the lives of so
many people who are shut in and cannot get
to services or who attend at a different time.

Most importantly, this station proves that
music without questionable lyrics, faith based

broadcasting, news and information do not
have to serve as loss leaders on a station’s
play list. After 50 years of quality broad-
casting, WDAS continues to dominate the rat-
ings.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud of this station and
all my friends who have made its success
possible over the years. I know that all my col-
leagues will join me in honoring this monu-
ment to Philadelphia culture.
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Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise on be-
half of the Congressional Black Caucus and
the Congressional Black Caucus Foundation
to celebrate the cultural achievements and
monumental contributions to music in both
America and around the world as a result of
the creative genius and work of Ester Gordy
Edwards. On this special occasion, I am hon-
ored to present to the 106th Congress, a na-
tional treasure who has been one of the most
important and influential historical figures of
the 20th century in the development of
music—Ester Gordy Edwards.

As one of the chief executives and adminis-
trators during Motown’s first decade, Ester
Gordy Edwards, in collaboration with her leg-
endary brother Barry Gordy, was instrumental
in the success of Motown through her admin-
istrative and talent development skills. She
was one of the key architects of marketing the
Motown Sound overseas, and helped to bring
rhythm and blues, in particular, rhythms and
harmonies from gospel music, to millions of
listeners in America and around the world.

The ‘‘Motown Sound’’ has brought joy and
delight to countless fans, and is a uniquely
American art form that will endure the test of
time. It is my heart felt belief that because of
the work of Ester Gordy Edwards, the music
and spirit of Motown will always be with us;
because it is music from the heart, it is about
love, peace and harmony, it is brilliant, sophis-
ticated, dynamic, and soulful beyond descrip-
tion. Motown music transcends race, class,
and culture. This is one of Motown’s most pro-
found and powerful historical legacies—pro-
moting brotherhood, humanity, and love
through music.

During Motown’s first decade, Mrs. Edwards
was head of the Artists Personal Management
Division of Motown. From her director’s posi-
tion, she guided the career and development
of world-famous recording artists, including:
Diana Ross, The Supremes, Smokey Robin-
son, The Miracles, The Temptations, The Four
Tops, Marvin Gaye, Stevie Wonder, Mary
Wells, Martha Reeves, and many other out-
standing artists and musicians. Simulta-
neously, Mrs. Edwards directed Motown’s
International Operations, setting up foreign li-
censees, and sub-publishers, worldwide. Mrs.
Edwards’ outstanding administration of these
areas greatly enhanced Motown’s phenomenal
growth into the world’s largest independent
record manufacturer.

In 1972, when Motown Record Corporation
moved its headquarters from downtown Detroit
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